of Hircania, in folio, which he read quite through2. Yet I have heard him attribute to these extravagant fictions that unsettled turn of mind which prevented his ever fixing in any profession.1
1725 : ^ETAT. 16.—AFTER having resided for some time at the house of his uncle, Cornelius Ford3, Johnson was, at the age of fifteen, removed to the school of Stourbridge, in Worcestershire, of which Mr. Wentworth was then master. This step was taken by the advice of his cousin, the Reverend Mr. Ford, a man in whom both talents and good dispositions were disgraced by licentiousness4, but who was a very able judge of what was right.
* The summer of 1764.
a Johnson, writing of Paradise Last, book ii. 1. 879, says :—' In the history of Don Bellianis, when one of the knights approaches, as I remember, the castle of Brandezar, the gates are said to open, grating harsh thunder •upon their brazen hinges? Johnson's Works, v. 76. See post, March 27, 1776, where 'he had with him upon a jaunt II Palraerino d'Inghilterra.' Prior says of Burke that 'a very favourite study, as he once confessed in the House of Commons, was the old romances, Palmerin of England and Don Belianis of Greece, upon which he had wasted much valuable time.' Prior's Burke, p. 9.
3 Hawkins (Life, p. 2) says that the uncle was Dr. Joseph Ford 'a physician of great eminence.' The son, Parson Ford, was Cornelius. In Boswell's Hebrides, Oct. 15, 1773, Johnson mentions an uncle who very likely was Dr. Ford. In Notes and Queries, 5th S. v. 13, it is shown that by the will of the widow of Dr. Ford the Johnsons received ^200 in 1722. VOL. I.
On the same page the Ford pedigree is given, where it is seen that Johnson had an uncle Cornelius. It has been stated that'Johnson was brought up by his uncle till his fifteenth year.1 I understand Boswcll to say that Johnson, after leaving Lich-field School, resided for some time with his uncle before going to Stourbridge.
4 He is said to be the original of the parson in Hogarth's Modern Midnight Conversation. BOSWELL. In the Life of Fenton Johnson describes Ford as ' a clergyman at that time too well known, whose abilities, instead of furnishing convivial merriment to the voluptuous and dissolute, might have enabled him to excel among the virtuous and the wise.' Johnson's Works, viii. 57. Writing to Mrs. Thrale on July 8, 1771, he says, 'I would have been glad to go to Hagley [close to Stourbridge] for I should have had the opportunity of recollecting- past times, and wandering per mantes nntos et flumina nota, of recalling the iriiages E                                                  Atnny (he liianajieiiieiil ofchildreii. VVl'ilii lo Mr*.. 'I'hrale, who had lolil lii lhat '.he had on one occasion j;o ii[;aiii'.l (lie «i-.h «if her min-cs, staid: 'Thai the nnrseh f'reiied \s Mipply me durint; life with an a ditional moiive to Uee|i every ehi UN liir as is [in'i'.ilile, inn ul'a MUI-M jiower. A iiiii'sc made of coinuii mould will have a pride in ovi cmiiiii^ n child's rclnclanee. '['hi tin- few miiuU in which tyranny not dcli|,;hif'i!l ; power is Hoe     These  little   memorials  soothe  my person in all the moods and tenses.     mind.'   Annals^ p. 12.
